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10th July 2023
Dear Parents and Carers, 
We hope you are looking forward to a relaxing summer break and that the children are as excited about embarking on their new journey as we are. I would like to share with you our plans for the children in Owls Class for the Autumn Term. Owls Class will be a mixed Reception/EYFS class and the children will experience structured play based activities aimed at their individual stage of development and in accordance with the revised EYFS framework/Year 1 curriculum. I believe that the child is at the very centre of their learning; we embrace and promote autonomous, child-centred play and development and we embed their learning through open ended continuous provision, utilising both the indoor and outdoor learning environment. Miss Rawlings and Mrs Porter-Hicks are both part time Teaching Assistants in Owls and Mrs Hutchings will teach the class on Tuesday afternoons and Friday mornings to cover my release time. 
Our topic for the Autumn Term is ‘Toys Through Time’ leading onto ‘Dinosaurs’, with the initial learning centred on ‘Marvellous Me’ to assist with their transition. In English we will read and retell familiar stories, rhymes and fairy tales before exploring fiction and non-fiction books related to our topic. We will discuss the sequence of the stories and also talk about the characters and the setting before we explore and re-enact them using role play and props. We will also be reading lists and captions before learning how to read and write some of our own. The children will follow the school’s systematic phonic programme and partake in daily phonics sessions involving songs, games and practical activities. Please refer to our class page on the school website for the latest phonics information and resources. The children are heard to read individually as often as possible and will enjoy daily whole class story times with Year 1 also partaking in regular group reading sessions and spelling practice.
Once your child has settled in they will receive a plastic reading folder containing a yellow reading record. This is to record the reading you do with your child at home. It is also an excellent means of communication so please feel free to record any questions or information about the children’s learning in them. Can the children please bring their reading folders everyday so they can change their books? I use the online platform ‘Dojo’, as my primary means of communication so please do engage with it, check it on a regular basis and use it to message me with any minor queries you may have. Alternatively, you can speak with me in person after school or contact the school office. 
In maths we will explore numbers through practical activities in different contexts. We will focus on counting to 10, recognising the numerals and learning about the composition of these numbers. We will sequence and create different patterns and categorise items according to their colour, shape and size. We use mathematical language to describe the size and shape of different objects. We will learn about the days of the week and our daily routine. We will embed these different mathematical concepts in both indoor and outdoor environments. We will explore shape and number through games, rhymes, songs and practical cross-curricular activities.
Year 1 will be reviewing the Early Years Goals to ensure they are secure in these areas before they access the Year 1 curriculum. They will focus on sequencing numbers to 20 and above and reading and writing words for these numbers. They will practice counting in 2s and 10s, improve their problem solving skills and explore number patterns. We will review the days of the week, months of the year and the cycle of the seasons. We will scaffold our addition and subtraction skills and focus on positional and directional language.
We will be focussing on new beginnings, belonging and learning all about one another and the wonders of the human body. In PSHE we will be covering a unit ‘Myself and My relationships’ and exploring books to support the children’s transition to Reception and Year 1 and the different responsibilities they now have. We will learn about the differences and similarities between us and how we are unique. We will discuss our friends and families during regular circle time and talk partner sessions and get to know one another. We will explore different relationships and learn about school values. The children will also be thinking about autumn and observing the changes in the seasons and the environment and partake in all sorts of practical learning activities in our school garden sessions. Our focus for Autumn 2 is ‘Dinosaurs, Roooar!’ where we will learn about the Jurassic period and the creatures that inhabited the earth and how long they lived. In R.E we will focus on Christianity and also learn about the different events which can be celebrated at this time of year and what they mean to us.
The P.E focus for the autumn term will be ‘team games’. Please ensure your child has a black tracksuit to wear outside during the colder months. P.E sessions will take place on a Friday. The children need to arrive at school wearing their named P.E kit. If your child has long hair please make sure they have their hair tied up and that earrings are removed. Also, please send your child in wearing Velcro shoes rather than lace up shoes.

We have a birthday display in Owls and love to help celebrate their birthdays at school! They are very welcome to bring in a fruit platter or other healthy snack to share with their classmates. If you do not want your child to have one for any reason, please let me know.
Please support your child when they are asked to complete home learning tasks or carry out research work at home as this makes a huge difference to their progress. We greatly appreciate the involvement of parents and carers at our school and I welcome any additional support in the classroom, particularly in regards to our different topics. If you have any special interest or knowledge in any of the areas to be covered this term, could suggest any resources or people who might like to help, or wish to support in the classroom please speak to me. I will be looking for volunteers to accompany us when we begin our regular walks around the local area and gardening sessions.

Please feel free to contact me on Dojo or via the school office if there is anything you wish to discuss or if you have any questions at all. I look forward to working with you and your children during this next important step in their lives and the start of a new and exciting adventure.

Many thanks
Mrs Jo Griffiths
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